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• Bands: cultural dissemination, 
social interaction, inclusion.

• Evolving repertoire includes body 
percussion as expressive and 

performative resource.

• Movement-based pedagogies 
influence modern compositions.



• Difficult to locate works with body 
percussion in publishers’ 

catalogues.

• Search via expert knowledge and 
Boolean searches (WOS, JSTOR, 

Google).

• Only original works for band 
included (no transcriptions).



• 30 works identified from last three 
decades.

• Analysis focused on synopsis, 
musical structure, and body 

percussion use.

• Diverse stylistic and editorial 
approaches.



List of compositions. Own processing

Title Author Pubblication 
Year

Editorial
Web

Resource

1 Arabian dance Roland Barret 2008 Alfred publisher S CO.

2 Jambo Africa Mario Burki 2008 Musikverlag Frank

3 Las corrida de toros Mario Burki 2016 Musikverlag Frank

4 The states of water Mario Burki 2013 Musikverlag Frank

5 The flood Mario Burki 2018 Musikverlag Frank

6 Gregory Danner Undate TRN music publisher

7 Tribal elements
Jose Miguel

8 Viento y tangos

Fayos-Jordan 
Michael

Gandolfi

2020

2004 Boosey S Hawkes

9 Toyland suite Ferrer Ferran 2005 Ibermusica

10 Alba Ouverture Ferrer Ferran 2012 Ibermusica

Inédito. Descargable 
gratuitamente desde la web 

del autor.
11 Sonatur Ferrer Ferran 2016

12 Festa. Memories of aMajorcan Travel Roberto 
Granata

2023 Clivis edizione

Rob Grice 2013 C.L. Barnhouse Co.13 Zombie Stomp

14 Santa Stomp Rob Grice 2020 RWS Music Company

Las Tijeras de 
Matisse

15 2023 WASBE

16  Vikings the legend

Erique 
Hernandez
Martinez 

Lionel Beltran

17 Rolipopos

Cecilia 
Jean-Francois

Michel

2019 Molenaar edition

1993 Edition Mar

18 Libertadores Oscar Navarro 2010 Oscar Navarro Music

19 II Concierto Oscar Navarro 2012 Oscar Navarro Music

20 Snap clap swing Mekel Rogers 2018 FJH Music

Antonio Ruda

Peco
2006 Piles Editorial de 

Musica, S.A.
1 Palindromia Flamenca

Duende.

2 Four preludes for
Symphonic Wind 

Ensemble
Clamor, Clang, Clap 

and

Luis Serrano 
Alarcon

2010 Piles Editorial de 
Musica, S.A.

3 Clatter David Shaffer 2013 C.L. Barnhouse Co.

4 The clapping song Randall

Standridge

2022 Standridge

26 Cape Horn Otto Schwarz 2008 Mitropa Music

27 Bonaparte Otto Schwarz 2008 Mitropa Music28
The forge of Vulcan

Michael

Sweeney
1997 Musicworks



   Notation Methods

• Common use of percussive notation 
symbols (cross, square, triangle, circle).

• Placement on staff indicates body part 
and movement.

• Some composers add detailed instructions 
or cinematic sequences.









https://youtu.be/RhhTKQye
5Hk

https://youtu.be/RhhTKQye5Hk
https://youtu.be/RhhTKQye5Hk


https://youtu.be/8rl-jpEO2OQ?list=RD8rl-jpEO2O
Q

https://youtu.be/8rl-jpEO2OQ?list=RD8rl-jpEO2OQ
https://youtu.be/8rl-jpEO2OQ?list=RD8rl-jpEO2OQ


Ethnographic Elements

• Many works reference cultural materials (jazz, Latin, 
African, Tahitian).

• Examples include Ghanaian clapping games, 
Tahitian/African dance influences.

• Body percussion used to recreate environments or cultural 
atmospheres.



https://youtu.be/gpbhyCpmRVo?list=RDgpbhyCpmRVo

https://youtu.be/gpbhyCpmRVo?list=RDgpbhyCpmRVo




Functions of Body Percussion

• Musical: timbral, rhythmic, and melodic 
enhancement.

• Educational: supports swing, coordination, rhythm 
learning.

• Choreographic: increases performer/public 
engagement.



Conclusions

Body percussion appears more often in 
band repertoire than expected.

Need for standardized notation to 
improve interpretative clarity.

Band literature is a field of innovation 
linked to cultural and educational roles.

BAPNE method connects 
neuromotricity and cognitive 
development.
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